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Developments in Ireland - 2009

The laws on accompanied driving introduced on July 1st 2008, have failed to have any significant effect on the tuition situation in Ireland. Most drivers on provisional licences / learner permits just continued to drive unaccompanied as before. Some removed their “L” plates but many continued to use them

Enforcement: The police are not enforcing the law and in the few cases that have gone to court the judiciary are not taking unaccompanied driving seriously. The only times there have been prosecutions are if other driving offences are involved. There continues to be no political will to resolve this problem

We now have the laws but no enforcement with over 250,000 learners driving unaccompanied, with no risk of being put off the road or penalised in any way. The Learner Driver is no longer worried about getting a full licence, as there are no real penalties being enforced so they just continue to drive unaccompanied.

The 18-year system of unaccompanied driving which Instructors expected to end last July continues unabated. This is a huge blow to the industry as if we had all Learners off the road until they had a full licence we would be very busy and we believe our roads would be safer.

Regulation of Driving Instructors is in place since 1st May but the industry has been targeted by many losing their jobs in other areas taking the examinations and setting up driving schools in the hope of making a living. So with a reducing number of pupils and an increasing number of instructors no one is able to make a living.

The driving test fee has doubled and is now €75.

Impact of the global financial crisis on driving schools in Europe

Ireland

The global financial crisis has had near catastrophic effects on the driving instruction business in Ireland. 

Work for driving instructors has reached an all time low with many who are employees working 3-day weeks and those who are self-employed struggling to cover their costs.

75% drop in business. Driving Instructors are working at 25% the volume of this time last year 

Increased unemployment has seen a huge drop in numbers starting to Learn to drive.
The applications for the Theory Test, which is the first step in driver licensing, is down by 10,000 

Applications for the Practical Test is down 55% on last year. 

The Road Safety Strategy targets are not being met due to lack of Government Funding 

Traffic Police numbers were to be increased but this has not happened.

Road Deaths are almost the same as this time last year even though they had been reducing each year for the last four years with last year as the lowest on record. 

Car sales are dramatically down in Ireland. For the 4 months to the end of April 2009 figures show a drop of 66% in new car sales. The effect of this trend, either short term or long term is hard to determine but will ultimately have some effect on Driving Tuition 
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Wednesday, May 13,2009
Demand for driving tests drops by 55%

Driving test applications more than halved during the first quarter of the year compared to the same period in 2008, writes DAVID LABANYI 

A combination of the economic downturn and the fall-off in public panic caused by Minister for Transport Noel Dempsey’s decision in October 2007 to ban all second provisional licence holders from the roads contributed to the drop in applicants.

The plan resulted in a spike in applications from drivers on a second provisional seeking a test before the June 2008 deadline.

During the first four months of 2009 there were 55,475 driving test applications, compared with 120,898 for the same period in 2008, a 55 per cent drop. The equivalent figure for 2007 was 71,515.

Applications for the driver theory test, which a learner must pass before starting lessons on the road, have also reduced, from 62,967 in 2007 to 54,977 last year and 47,587 between January and April this year.

The sharp drop prompted the Road Safety Authority to end its contract with SGS Ireland, which was to conduct up to 70,000 driving tests this year.

SGS Ireland offered tests around the country and the additional capacity it provided was a key component in the removal of the backlog of 400,000 applications that pushed waiting times over a year.

Mr Dempsey has set a target of a maximum waiting time of 10 weeks for a driving test and, according to the most recent figures available, from March, the national average was 9.5 weeks.

While the sharp fall in applications has removed the need for a private company, it has also led to a steep reduction in the revenue generated by the RSA from operating driving tests.

The cost of a test almost doubled in April’s Budget, from €38 to €75, although this process started before demand fell and was not, according to the RSA, a response to falling revenue.

The RSA says even the revised cost remains below the full economic cost of €120 and said at the old rate the provision of tests was being subsidised by around €22 million per year.

Another consequence of falling demand is that the overtime available to RSA driver testers is expected to see a sharp drop.

At the start of the year the RSA went to the Labour Relations Commission (LRC) to secure the option of privatised driving tests for 2009, in the face of strong opposition from unions representing testers and staff employed by the State.

As part of this agreement, the RSA committed to providing around 35,000 overtime tests for RSA staff this year and increased the overtime rate for tests to €39.

This article appears in the print edition of the Irish Times
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Wednesday, May 13, 2009
Road safety targets missed, legislative delays

TIM O'BRIEN
KEY TARGET dates for the implementation of a wide range of road safety measures relating to alcohol and drug abuse, legislation, enforcement and education have been missed, it has emerged.

The delays in implementing measures in the Road Safety Strategy 2007-2012 have been mirrored by delays in wider Government and local authority initiatives designed to reduce the number of fatalities and injuries on the State’s roads.

News of the delays emerged as the number of road deaths, which had been falling, rose this week to within two fatalities of last year’s total of 101, for the period from January to May 12th.

Among the measures it was initially hoped would be in place by mid-2008 was mandatory drug and alcohol testing of all drivers involved in collisions.

In addition, Garda Traffic Corps numbers were to have risen to 1,200 and their deployment in all divisions “with all necessary equipment, technology and support” was to have taken place by the end of last year.

Apart from enforcement, legislative measures are also delayed. This week the Dept of Transport said provision for mandatory testing of drivers in all collisions, part of the Road Traffic Amendment Bill, was “priority legislation”. According to the Road Safety Strategy, this was to be in place by mid-2008.

Legislation to reduce the current alcohol-blood ratio now has no prospect of being adopted by its target date of June.

In addition, legislation for the graduated driver licensing system was to have been introduced by Minister for Transport Noel Dempsey by the third quarter of last year, according to the Road Safety Strategy.

The delays and failures to implement policy emerged as chairman of the Road Safety Authority, Gay Byrne, complained of funding cuts yesterday.

Labour Party Transport spokesman Tommy Broughan was critical of the lack of a firm date for the new legislation. He said: “The numbers of horrific road collisions are mounting steadily. . . yet neither the Taoiseach (Prime Minister/Chancellor) nor Minister Dempsey could tell me on Wednesday last when we will see the Road Traffic [Amendment] Bill with its provision for mandatory testing of drivers in all collisions.”

Italics: Not in original article – for explanation purposes
